\
)

JULY 2015



BAD W]

O e

'*Ol?mu:.ﬂ .

I”DOOR Rﬂ“ uay
e,'e. MOTHE s m MRS




CLUB CONTACTS

President: Murry Grant - 09 537 0165
president@ ||| m-. aul kLm 1 (,u, n/

Captain  Chris Roper - 09 817 4080
club l.s[n.nnf-fm 115-auc kI md OrB, n/

H(rr(!ny W‘Vlc Hayes 09 /ll lel |

se.net.nz

Iu'mlll('r Kevin Taylor 021 121 8363
lrmmm wbm ms (m kl(n )( rg. n/

[/:nunllltu. Kovln Patrlck ()’1 ‘JH 1)4
kpminimad@gmail.com

Warwick Robinson - 021 186 5520
b t.w,h urtfvxu.: co.nz

Phil Walters - 022 473 6947
phillipw@ holmesgroup.com INTHIS ISSUE
T Ge‘t‘m‘}‘éea‘r'éy """""""""""""""""""""""" Events Calendal
ngaireste |mm‘so"/xlr.| co.nz Current Club Points
Web Monkey: Gavin Agnew - 09-2980046 President Repor
Busideb bl bbbl LU AGM

CLUB ROOMS » Rapa Autocros

Northern Sports Car Club arga Rallysprint
Mt Richmond Domaln
Great South Road
Otahuhu

Ph: 09 276 0880

Meels 7.30pm 1st Tuesday of each month
Committee meets every 3rd Tuesday each month

Address correspondence to:
Mini Car Club of Auckland Inc
P.O. Box 72-970

Papakura 2244

Auckland New Zealand

Y 2915




Events Calendar

Sunday 26th July

Tuesday 4th August

Sunday 30th August

Sunday 6th September

Date to be confirmed

Friday 23rd - Sunday
25th October

Sunday 13th December

Saturday 19th March 20186,

Caffeine and Classics.
Smale's Farm, Takapuna. Meet al the show around 9:45am.

Club Night and Annual General Meeting.

AGM held at the Northern Sports Club, Mt Richmond Damain, Entry
off Great South Road at 7.30pm.

Caffeine and Classics.
Smale's Farm, Takapuna. Meet at the show around 9:45am.

Father's Day @ Molat
Details ta come,

MCCoA 21st Birthday Bash.
Details to come,

21st Mini Nationals.

The 2015 Mini Nationals will be based in the Masterton Reglon, an
area untouched by any club,

The weekend will consist of Reglstration and Scrutineering, Show n
Shine, Navigation Trial, Saturday Evening Nibbles and get together,
Regulanty Single Car Sprint and Sealed Motorkhanas followed by a
Prizegiving Dinner.Most of the events will be based from the Cap-
thome Hotel. See here for more details,

Cliristmas Display, St Heliers.

The MG Car Club runs an annual Christmas Display at Vellenoweth
Green In St Heliers, This year it will be on Sunday 13th December and
the MCCoA are invited. They are planning to run a display to celebrate
the 60th Anniversary of the BMC Works leam, which comprised MG,
Austin Healey and Mini. Details to come,

0# The Beaten

Track! Alan and Shelagh Murie are pulting tegether an 8 day excur-
sion off the beaten track,

Join for as much or as little as you lke. This journey will not be
limited to minis. We will say which motel we wil be staying at - you
make your own booking at same or accommodation of your choice,
Outings to brewerles, wineries, museums, places of interest, ate. will
be suggested with no compulsion to do ary at all. Feel free to make
Suggrestions,
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President’'s Report.

staying dry! And your minis/MINIs aren't to “ormula E again this year, This time we held
tucked up and warm. the Jung b night there as we!l not a great

It's baen unfortunate | have not bean turn out, with the hghtening, thunder and

ible to get to many events over the last

¥ 7] Coar Mal Arsrdroinvy Nart
rain. LUcCky it was inside! Andrew

drove up from Taupo (and drove back that ;

few months, But from what | hav

gt to see if he could defend his last
ind heard it is good that members are nighty Wl '7 efend |

' s R year’s title. Did he?? You w ave to wi
supporting the events that are organisec / utl a ou will have to wait

; : until the AGM prize givin
f you have some ideas for future events ol it S tiin ‘
please talk to the committee members st The Club's AGM and Prize Giving are being
we can fit them into the calendar, he'd on Tuesday August 4th club night
2 of the events | did take part in with 10 & e . st
ther teams from our club and 57 minis/ r You need to be a financial member to
W h c3 ] I Ju IV a )/ Lo
(N Y MY
‘ ) Aa V!
MINIs in tota { Pork Pie Charity the ' '

Run. A grea done by all the teams One thing | would like to see more regular

having raised $202890.94 for KIDSCAN Is the club magazine. As | keep getting

shirley and | thought the run was as much told by Mike and Trent (who do a fantastic

fun as the tirst one we participated in 2009 job) we can't print a magazine if we don't '
but a little more relaxing have articles 1o publish 2 magazine 1s

Another event was a day in the country the member’s magazine! 30 if you attend a
at dra & Fhil Walters' new property ts please put fingers to the keys {of
Ihanks guys for opening up y mAi" ‘,Hi‘.' pen 1o paper) no matter how small or large ‘
and collection for all of us to view. not o with or without photes. Send the articles; ‘

mention the BBQ lunch correspondence direct to editor@: .

auckland.org.nz

There have also been interclut :
Autocrosses/Mcolorkanas., | think Mirne |
Waikato has taken out the winner's prize :
this year ;

{

Soffee and Classics on the last Sunday Well that's it for now!
of every month is well attended by our e R S e L
SlUE e rBers tich. Khonk takoab wla Keep the rubber side down

contact Tony Maulder for more info, Murray '
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MINI CAR CLUB
OF AUCKLAND INC

NOTICE OF AGM 2015

if we do nothing, will gradually erode
Club Funds. A remit will be put
AGM proposing ar

10 to the fan

rease of

O

modes y membership,

C the single membership, being

purely a recovery of the MANZ ir
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rease
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year, and part year fees

Murray Grant
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Matters arising from previcus minutes
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Vice President, Secretary,
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President

Club Captain, Treasurer

we from &6 pe ne near : P O iref
ee from »5 per membe Committee require d
mber. IFwe retain cur rees
, Busines
: MANZ fee increase w General Busin
onal cost to the club, and Membership Fees

Prize Giving



MINI CAR CLUB OF AUCKLAND INC

AGM 2015 NOMINATION FORM

Ay
| 3

Being a financial member in full standing, of the Mini Car Club of Auckland Inc

for the financial year ending 2014, hereby nominate

W'

(O)

A

AW AE

also a financial member in full standing for the position of

g
This nomination is seconded by me K
also a financial member in full standing. '
>
i

b‘v

Ind

Signed on

By the Nominater ‘

AW 2
«

By the Seconder

And by the Nominee |

A

As acceptance of the nomination

A F) A AT J) o
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First Name
Address
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Mobile

Email

Date of Birt
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VEHICLE DETAILS

" PAYMENT

Paid by: (please ticx
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OWNER DETAILS

CLUB SUBSCRIPTIONS

set at the AGM of the Club. Our

1 financial year runs from 1st July

‘ July Augusl 345 1655

(u

)
%
3

)

=3

Ihe annual subscriptions are

\ 4G) "

\74
a

1o 30th June. Club Subscriptions
Informaticn

SINELE OOUBLE

Eh "\

Januaray June 525 330

L

For new members only, jomning
from January the subscriptions are
reduced as per above

PAYMENT INSTRUCTIONS

Direct Credit

ASE 12-3024-0496171-00

Mini Car Club Aucxkland |

Flease use your NAME as reference

treasurer@minis-auckland.org.nz
Post a Cheque payable to

Mini Car Club Auckland Inc.

Mini Car Club Auckland 11

f

Papakura

New Zealand
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Hi all you mini nuts.
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pey keaping warn | staying out of ¢
Minter is now ) 51 ) those minis service
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ne 125 members strong and it should not be
o of Club Captain for a period of 2 year =]
someone else, We are also looking for a Pre
you want to know what this ves, plea
will be only too pleased to help. T 15 YOUur (
it jeas, this club can not go forw
cmber the next Nationals are fast appr hing
ibour we |, Che ut the clubs web site
nmod: 1
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WARWICK GETS A
HURRY UP FROM THE
ORANGE RACER — NICE
PHOTO VIV,

The usual suspects gathered
at the Papakura Service
Centre on Friday afternoon
ready to head south for the
Annual Taupo Funday.

Around Waharoa the heavens opened up and

the roads turned to rivers but we all made it
safely through to Tirau for a well earned cuppa or
coffee. Pressing on to Taupo the weather cleared
and we dropped our gear and trailers etc off at
our accommodation and headed into town to
meet up at a local Indian restaurant. What was
the weather going to do tomorrow ?

Up early and off to the track to get registered b
& scrutineered before the first runs at around
9.30am. It was a cold day but not frosty or foggy
or wel so we were happy with that. Last minute
checking of tyre pressures and a quick clean of
the windscreen and we were off and running and
we kept running all day. There was the occasional
stop for fuel — most of us decided to stop in the
pits but Rex chose to stop out on the track and
wait for the AA to bring him a can of petrol but
they were busy so he had to be towed back to
the pits while we all waited patiently,

There was the odd off course excursion - Craig
Luxmoore came back into the pits with grass and
dirl hanging out from under his Yellow Clubman
- too much power from the Nissan engine maybe




He was an early retirement as he had
clutch or gearbox issues that had him
back on the trailer early in the afternoon.

Warwick and his daughter Wendy were
keeping the engine and tyres of the

de Joux hol all day swapping driving
duties/fun in the hot seat. Likewise Lee
& KP had the Minibitz Mini circulating
constantly as did Rex & Lloyd who were
sharing the Aquacut Mini.

Ben Fitness and | were happy to make up
numbers on the track anytime someone
said “want another run” and away we
would go again. We set up a group run

so that Viv could get some pictures of all
the MCCoA Minis on the front straight but
she wasn't sure who was in what but did
manage to get some great shots for us.

Ben had his video camera set up in
Purplemin and got some great footage
and he also set it up in MINTED for one
run so that we could get some footage
featuring said purplemin - and what
footage that turned out to be with Ben
turning on a tank slapper on the corner
before the front straight, but with superb
car control he recovered and continued
on (I had visions of Ben spinning right

s 4.

DB VELLOW MINI THEN ?

around and taking out the camera car
that would be have been ME).

Great fun and that clip was replayed in
the Cossie club later in the evening
again and again.

Trent Dixon was doing hot laps all day

taking passengers out for some seriously

fast laps — they came back into the pits

with big smiles on their faces and their

knees shaking. \

So another great day was had on the
track, for many of us it is the highlight of
our Mini Year.

As usual the MCCoA Team gathered

at the Taupo Cossie Club for Saturday
night dinner and the telling of tales and
awarding of prizes for deeds done during
the day.

Thanks to Taupo local Andrew Carter
for making arrangements for us with the
Cossie Club.

And a big thanks to the Mini Racing
Drivers Club for putting on the event
again and inviting us back to join in their
FUNDAY.

KEVT & MINTED
NE ABREAST FOR A

‘ t‘nom FINISH, 1S THATM

8 REX? WELL WHO IS TH




N AND TRENT [
| BiohT 1T 0UT 1
ON THE FRONT
STRAIGHT,
GUESS WHO
WON !

WAIT ON BOYS, HERE | COME ! WHAT'S THAT YELLOW MINI
DOING PLAYING WITH YOU GUYS, YOU COULD HAVE WAITED
FOR ME. THE AQUACUT MINI HAD STOPPED ON THE DUMMY
GRID AND WOULDN'T RESTART, REX QUICKLY FOUND THAT A
WIRE HAD BROKEN OFF THE COIL, REATTACHED IT AND SPENT
THE NEXT COUPLE OF LAPS CATCHING UP WITH US.

HERE COMES BRENT TO JOIN
IN THE FUN, WHAT'S THAT
STARCAR DOING TRYING TO
PUSH INTO THE PHOTO

THERE WE GO, WE'LL JUST LE
STARCAR THROUGH SHALL WET?THE
S ——— S ——
A ————




Kevin Taylor

INTERCLUB AUTOCROSS
HELD AT AKA AKA

After such a great event last year at Aka Aka we all wanted to do it again so Keith
asked Tony Vazey if we could have another event in his paddock. No problems there
so Paul Crispe stepped in again as Clerk of Course and got the Permit organized. This
year we were using the clubs own I ming Gear (kindly donated by MCCoA Member
Richard Atkins) which has a large remote display panel so everyone can see the time
N progress without having to peer over the timing officials shoulder.

We meet the small but perfectly formed Minis Waikalo crew at BP Bombay and with
the MCCoA team in convoy we headed out to Aka Aka.

The advance party of Murray & Trent had already pitched the tent and lan G had
dropped off the Porta Loo and Paul & Gary were setting up the first course,

With a smaller number of competitors this year (MCCoA = 7 vs MW = 4) registration
and scrutineering was taken care of quickly and Paul held the drivers briefing and
explained that because of the small turn out we would all get to do more runs and

- ”"rr-h 1,.‘,- 4;"

S .fs’iu‘ Ao !‘f

‘. Ben Fitness (MCCoA)
B
|

Winner of Aka Aka

Autocross 2015

W 1st place.
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there would be 3 runs of 2 laps on
each course. We finally stopped after 4
courses (12 runs).

Your best times from each course were
added together to give your total time -
lowest time wins,

Paul did a demo lap of the course in

his Commodore then it was time for
“Gentlemen (& Helen) start your engines,
let's go and make some dust 1"

There was no holding back as Keith set
the track alight with a great first run with
Ben T (MW) hot on his heels and Ben

I showing that his form at the Nationals
was no fluke but by the third run I'd
managed to get MINTED flying and edged
Keith cut by 0.056sec with Murray G
storming inlo 3rd , 0.115sec behind him.
The new liming gear became the focus

of altention ~ this was going to be a great
contest — and yes we were having fun too.

Test 2 - this time Trent threw down the

Keith Hargraves (MCCoA)

finished in

2nd place.

driving glove in the Aquacut Mini he
was sharing with Murray, and he sel the
fastest time closely followed by Ben F
who just pipped Ben 1.

Time to fire up the BBQ for lunch and
have a cuppa and compare notes.

Test 3 - more of the same, some courses
flowed better than others but it was Fast
& Furious - the cuppa had worked for
Chris R as he was now a contender. Chris
was having a guest drive in his Son in
laws Purplemini and set the fastest time
narrowly edging out Ben F (the son in
law 1) by 0.090sec who was just ahead of
Keith by 0.181sec. We told Chris that it
was nolt cool to beat the time of the cars
owner or he might find that it was a long
walk home to Huia.

Last lest of the day - Test 4 — Keith

ran before me and clocked 56.020

sec, | managed to just pip him with a
H6.011sec run and we watched the timer




as Ben F did his last run, did he have anything left 7 | think he'd just been foxing
us old guys as he stopped the clock at 55,220sec and blew us both away. Great
run Ben, and a great way to finish the day

Ihere had been 4 different winners of the 4 tests during the day - how close
was that

We tidied up and put the Mini's back on the trailers elc while the Timing Crew
- Catherine & Michelle (thank you ladies) with assistance from Trent sorted the
results in the laptop - and the winner was announced (Chris R) but unfortunately
there was an error in the results spreadsheet (too many tests 7) and it wouldn't be

until later in the week after resorting the times that the winner was revealed

| rang Ben and asked him to break the news to his Father in Law Chris that there
had been a change in the event placings and to let him down gently. I'm sure

he did !

INDIVIDUAL PLACES WERE: TOTAL
1ST BEN FITNESS (MCCOA): 191.692 SEC
2ND KEITH HARGRAVES (MCCOA): 193.304 SEC
3RD KEVT (MCCOA): 193.686 SEC.
4TH BEN TAYLOR (MW): 194.629 SEC.
5TH TRENT DIXON (MCCOA): 195.533 SEC
6TH CHRIS ROPER (MCCOA): 196.416 SEC.

S0 a Round win to MCCoA but incredibly close results thraughout the day. If there
was a Ladies prize, the trophy would have gone to Helen again. (It there was a
Ladies prize, would more Ladies turn up to compete for it | wonder 77)

Thanks again to Tony Vazey tor the use of his paddock.

Ihanks Waikato Mini for joining us again at Aka Aka

Thanks also to Paul for running the event, Keith & Gary for scrutineering, Catherine
& Michelle for timing & results (assisted by Trent), Murray & helpers for cocking
the BBQ and lan Gillanders for fetching and returning the Parta Loo. And thanks

to everyone else that turned up to compete or spectate

KevT & MINTED




Kevl (MCCoA) finished in

3rd place.

Ben Taylor (MW) finished
n 4th place sharing the

drive in his father's Mini

4th place.

frent Dixon finished in 5th place in l.loyd Clark had a good run in his

the Aquacut Min Clubman

oth place.




The Go Kart meeling was held after the normal monthly meeting. Eight keen members
volunteered to race at the renowned track, of the eight only two members had not
raced there before. We all knew that things got serious when one member (Andrew
Carter) turned up with his own personalised helmet with a camera attached. He had
driven from Taupo to ensure he would not lose his title, he won it last year with Alan
and Kevin 2nd and 3 third respectively.

It all started with 5 laps to get familiar with the circuit. Then we had 4 lots of 10 lap
heats to determine the fastest times, so that would be the starting order for the grand
finale race of 15 laps.

The starting order was Andrew Carter, Rex Coubray, Alan Murie, Kevin Taylor, Brendon
Powley, Tim Sinclair, Phil Kane and due to a very slow car Murray Grant.

After some big hits and a few sideways manoeuvres, we all made it across the finish
line as follows, with fastest lap times recorded alongside each name:

EOlivmmﬂ

Do orR RACEWaY
MITHERS MOTHERS

MIOTHERS

gsoaasEasNEnEINEEIRE ..°




FORMULA

INDOOR KARTING HAS ARRIVED!

~ COUBRAY

. ANDREW CARTER
. REX COUBRAY
. ALAN MURIE
4. TIM SINCLAIR
. KEVIN TAYLOR
. BRENDON POWLEY
. . MURRAY GRANT
. PHIL KANE

.
= "“.’.'.‘
NZS FASTESFINDOGR KARTS

We all had a lot of fun and interesting
racing lines taken to jockey for best
positions into the corners. It was also a
compliment to hear from the Formula E
Team that they would welcome us back
any time, as we acted like gentlemen on
the track!!!

Let's look forward to next years event,

| am sure we can muster some more
drivers to participate and knock Andrew
off the top shelf.

Cheers,
lim Sinclair.




Chris McMurray

THE HEART
OF DARKNESS

MINI CLUB NIGHT TRIAL, SAT 20TH JUNE, 2015

As usual, we met at the Papakura Motorway BP, after 4 days of cold
wet weather, and no moon. Au contraire, heavy cloud darkened the
sky, when it wasn't raining. Managed to waterproof the electrics with a
cut-down milk bottle, so it was very much a night of, “When the going
gets tough, the tough get going”. Car-clubbing at its best, yeehaaa!

Upon our turn, it was south onto the
motorway, and off again at Drury. As per
instructions, left and 2L again, so that we
could all go past Hi-Tech Motorsport, en
route for sniffing the country air. Winding
around some tight bends, drivers couldn't
help their navigators by taking their eyes
off the road - too dark. Three questions
so far: “What was under Jesmond Br.?" -
Water, something about clearance under
a bridge, and something about honey-
bees.

By now, we were on a road used by Targa
(Gary's favourites), except we couldn’t

go fast! Too damn dangerous! So cool it
Chris, and do what you're told. Anyway,
winding around, up and down, and we
found ourselves west of SH 22, heading
for Waiuku. Ah, but were we going there
? Not on your Nellie ! Another question

about someone’s 50th, but we couldn't
see anything at all. Not to worry, when
all else fails, improvise! Let's see...
Patumahoe Rugby Club, yep, seems
possible, and it just might be right??

Moving right along, yes, you guessed, we
were on another Targa road. Well, they
are the best ones: Hunter Rd, remember
that? The steep drop from either side,
with the awkward bend in the middle?
Yes, that one! Not a bad rollercoaster,
Anyway, hook a right after that, and we
found ourselves in Mauku, leading for
some quite wet, quite narrow, quite dark
roads. You know it's dark when sealed
beam headlights light up the landscape.

About now, rain began, just entering Bald
Hill Rd. The rain got heavier, and the hill
got steeper, so the car got slower (1st




gear), just pelting down. Bless that milk
bottle. Of course, the moment we got to
the top, the rain stopped.

We skirted the lights of Waiuku in the
distance, hoping that instructions were
bang on, because some of the street
signs were missing. Reminds me of that
Welsh rally, the Press-On-Regardless, O
ye of little faith !

The next clue to our where-abouts was
the instruction to turn on to the Waiuku-
Akaaka Rd, and shortly after that, the
instructions had a warning: "ACUTE,
WATCH GRAVEL", Well, | watched the
gravel, as | threw the wheel round.

Bless the Targa, we soon got on to
Forestry Rd., very much a confidence-
course in daylight, never mind darkness,
Once down off the hills, rumour has it we
followed the Waikato River, until turning
back Inland, into the hills.

More black skies, more rain, more road-
names missing, and more intersections
with no street-lights. Good stuff! A few
more dark, winding roads, and we saw
some taillights in the distance, together
with a torchlight beam being shone on
gates and fences, doing exactly what we
were doing. Seeing who was not home,
perhaps?

Unfortunately the local Neighbourhood
Walch saw this, and a pair of headlights
appeared in the mirror, right behind, and
probably took our name, BYGGLS. This
car passed us and did the same with
the taillights in front of us, so BYGGLS

and one other car are probably now the
subjects of a police computer check.
Mind you, this wouldn't be the first time,
regarding Mini Club nocturnal outings.

Down towards Puke, over to Buckland,
over the railway, and into some more
dark, narrow, winding roads. Beaver Rd,
for instance. Must tell Targa about this
one, or would the “offs” be too numerous

This event is a classic one for any
car-clubbers worthy of the name. It
has everything: tricky roads, tricky
weather, tricky questions, and some
tricky navigation. This forces entrants to
drive slowly - roller coasters, hairpins,
5-road intersections, nosey locals, and
empty roads, except when | get to an
intersection! Forget the World Cup! If
you weren't there, you missed a really
great club run. Who won it, | hear you
ask ? The Muries, of course! Well done,
and many thanks to Gary and Cath for
the reconnaissance. And the Franklin
District.




INTERCLUB AUTOCROSS

SUNDAY 26TH APRIL 2015

fastest on the day

m—1st place.

'©-22.9



The 3rd round of the Interclub Series
was a sealed Autocross held in the yard
of Schick Transport in Te Rapa, Hamil-
ton, arganized by Minis Waikato.

The MCCoA Team meel at BP Bombay
to convoy to Te Rapa lead by Gavin who
wanted to take his Mini Cooper Sportpac
for a run ( obviously hadn't done encugh
Mini motoring in the last couple of weeks
doing the Pork Pie run 1)

The Minis Waikato crew had set up

the course before we arrived so after
registration and scrutineering it was time
to walk the course to see where il went.
Very interesting - turn left between the
buildings and head toward the line of
parked trucks and then turn around and
head back between the buildings and
towards the block wall before heading
back to the start line and going around
again for a second lap. Plenty of cones to
show where not to go and what not to hit,
The sealed surface was nice and smooth
with a light covering of sand, just enough
to make it slippery,

The MCCoA Team of Chris Roper, Ben
Fitness, Ashley Bennellick, Paul Crispe
& KevT were ready to go. The mornings
runs were to be done clockwise and after
lunch it would be anticlockwise,

I can’t remember who was away first but
we quickly got down to business and it
was pretly exciting making sure that you
gave some cones a bit more space as
you knew that they were hiding some
solid bollards. | managed to overcook my
second run and had a go at a cone but

stopped (stalled) just in time. it would
have been better to have hit it and take
the 5 second penalty as | lost 30 sec-
onds restarting and reversing away from
the cone, The results show that Paul
picked up a couple of cone penalties and
Ben F got lost on his first run but got it
sorted after that and was in the 50's with
Paul & | but the Waikato guys were flying
and Benl & Brent were in the 48's after
4 runs,

Must be time for lunch, thanks Colin for
the BBQ and cuppa and a quick check
of the Mini before the afternoons runs,
Chris withdrew from the afternoon’s runs
as he had tickled up his back problem
in the morning and didn't want to do
anymore damage,

I drew the short straw as first away after
lunch and got about half way around

the course before remembering that |
was meant to be going the other way
(anticlockwise) and that would be why
the flag marshalls were all laughing and
pointing in that direction !!

Paul was flying and was showing us his
drifting moves in MY MINI which may
have been something to do with the old
hard tyres he was running on, Great to
see Paul back behind the wheel of the
Crispe Mini and enjoying the competi-
tion. BenF & Ash were still trying hard
but none of us could keep up with BenT
who clocked 46.41secs to finish 2 secs
ahead of Brent. Gavin Bowring and |
were within fractions of a second of each
other all day but Gavin put in a great

‘o g



into
repart). | missed seeing it but it was reported that Kevin Dwayne (WM) lost it in his

to beat me 3rd place (which makes me 4th again and writing another

v final run

last run and took oul all the cones on the way to the finish line, too many penalties

to count but he went out in style

FINAL RESULTS FOR THE DAY WERE :
TOTAL

1ST BEN TAYLOR (MW): 95.17 SEC
2ND BRENT MIDDLEMISS (MW): 96.70 SEC
3RD GAVIN BOWRING (MW): 99.53 SEC
4TH KEVT (MCCOA): 99.89 SEC
5TH DAVID MIDDLEMISS (MW): 100.69 SEC
6TH PAUL CRISPE (MCCOA): 100.71 SEC
7TH BEN FITNESS (MCCOA): 102.06 SEC
11TH ASH BENNELLICK(MCCOA) 110.24 SEC

So a Round win to Minis Waikato this time — t‘,"-f:.'i:ri.‘,'
congratulations.

S0 a Round win to Minis Waikato this time - congratulaticns
Helen Middlemiss picked up the Ladies prize again.

Thanks to Brent for securing the use of the Schick Yard.

7 Thanks Miris Waikato for organizing a great event and turning on the sunshine

)
And thanks to the MCCoA Team who turned up to compete & have fun.

‘4% KevT & MINTED



Brent Middlemiss (MW)

finished in 2nd place

2nd place.

o

h N
P

Gavin Bowring (MW)

hinished in

3rd place.

(that’s me in the

background realising that

back to 4th place

fastest Aucklander )

[ (MCCoA) happy to

4th place.




Paul Crispe back in action
in the Crispe family Mini
great to see Paul & the

Mini back in action.

ff his engine steady bar

) went back to try and

find it

Ash Bennellick chasing his

eflection




per had some
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ifternoons runs

of a back injury




TARGA

RALLYSPRINT

PREPARATION

sary Ashton, BYGGLS, and | had been

1 forward to the 8th of

arch for

We knew we

be a dynamometer session. So ea

January, into the Vizard book, a

what we could find, Gas speed, exhaust
and induction, was what we needed, plus

ptimum comb

but David n

1ore

ae where the Coopet

yaration: worked
12G295 head, twin one

ghtened and balanced

266), and long centre-br

Vizard naturally had a few suggestions:

the pre

n) would do,

nen take It 1o a garage 10 gel
] against the

exhaust mixture, We kept the Cooper air-

the charge mixture optimis

t induces a stable air-flow
, and changed the oil, Due to

» special stage start line, anc

, 0 reduce the chances of
ta

N brake-pads, & that was that,

our. Swap in some

The only other adjustments w to the

litre car, we did not

stion. Well, we knew that,

ttings: nde-height and

dness, The former needs compromise

b

a high

petween a low setting for handhing and

er setting to absorb undulations it
the road surface, while the latter neec

be just a tiny bit softer than racing, but

ned with pools of water on

the ground after overnight rain, so a quick
decision about the tyres: AD32's were

they would remain there

§ available if the day became
didn’t. We unpacked some

51

hecked b e

U IYIre pressurcs, anu

ack, axle-stands, brace

and checking our

depart time [he brieting

onsisted of a roll-call, with a lot of banter,

Clevedon stages

A‘.. plus the usual

The familiarisation run behind the zer

~ar was led out by the Mustang Club

ose of the Mini Club who have done the
Night Trigls will have traversed the roads

in the Clevedon area. Stage 1 be¢

Monument Rd, & ran to the far en
Skyhigh Rd. Stage 2 ran up Garvie, Jones,

Creighton, & Ardmore Quarry Roads. But
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coming down Ardmore Quarry Rd, one of
the Mustangs put itself down a bank on a
damp, shadowy, mossy corner. A serious
wake-up,

We were first up on the startline in
Monument Rd. Gary had the drive for the
day, while | rapidly trawled through the
safety (read pace) notes for anything we
needed to know, We had a worked 911 right
behind us, with a 2407 behind him, Boy,
would the pressure be on!

RACING THIS TIME

With the usual 5-4-3-2-1-go !, we were off.
hard out, but not too hard on the bends
due to cold tyres, and moreover because
we had no intention of drying the puddles
for the other 35 cars. Anyway, "kick it in
the guts, Trev",

Nell Allport's safety-notes (pacenotes)
worked beautifully, oh joy! Corners came
up at just the right time, at just the right
angle, even over the crests. Because they
describe the road, these safety notes work
equally well for a Mini or a hot 911,

With a very good drive by Gary, nobody

got us, coming up the hill. However no
such luck on Stage 2. The startline leads
uphill for 1200m, and a Mini with front
engine/front drive is precisely the wrong
configuration. Not surprised then, when the
911 got us at the top, somewhere along the
rollercoaster of Jones Rd. Unfortunately, the
2407 got us as well, in Creightons Rd, just
past the T-corner with the narrow bridge
and the ditch.

We hooked a 3 Right into Ardmore Quarry
Rd (funny how crowds gather at the
corners), but sit up, this was where the
Mustang caught it, Brake-pads get hot,
since this road is very technical: squirt,
brake, squirt, brake. Brake-fade or getting

it wrong can put you into ditches, fences.
banks, and gullies,

Somewhere down the bottom, some dry
pine needles all over the road gave us
cause for caution. We trod carefully over
thern, knowing that the next time around,
35 other cars would have swept them, A
couple more 6 rights & a 5 left, and that
was Stage 2.

Returned to Ardmore, topped up the
dashpots and added a little petrol.
Catherine Ashton passed us each a quick
feed, and out the gate to Monument Rd.
again, Stage 3.

——————
STAGES 3 & 4

This time, we knew better how the corners
flowed, and managed faster times with
dryer roads, Wiggly curves became straight
lines, as we steered a straight line from
one apex lo the next. We started to really
use the width of the road to flatten the
approach to apexes, and floored the throttle
the moment we saw the exit running into
the next bend, and set our line accordingly,
The pace-notes gave us the tightness. but
instant assessment of each bend's camber
was our Job

co 29°



THE ROADS

Monument Rd Is fast, with tight 3 & 4 lefts
& rights mixed in, and a couple of off-

cambers for good measure. Skyhigh Rd is

very fast, providing the way is clear. Garvie
Rd is a tough climb for a 1-litre motor,

and has some 5Left climbs over crests on

a narrow surface. It requires precise co
ordination over the intercom to set up the
car for each coming bend. Jones Rd begins
with a 3Right off-camber bend leading

mb, and is the

y of the route, It then has

straight into a 2nd gear cl

eading into a fina

| braking for a 3Left

patch of hard downh
into Creightons Road

['his latter is generally
fast, a couple of crests, and finishes with a
sharp 3right, off-camber corner. Ardmore
Quarry Rd is tricky, all the way down, If
you're going to go off, chances are it'll be
on this one. And the 911 behind us did.
[rying too hard. Hah !

STAGES 5 & 6

Going around once more, our times
improved yet again. Gary was really
getling a feel for the car and the roads
And the ride in the co-driver's seat was
just enthralling! This time around, we got
passed by a 2-litre Escort, but not the
2402, We found out later that he'd put
his front end into a ditch, ¢
Ardmore Quarry Rd. Tough, eh.

STAGES 7 & 8
Some more 98 & some oll in the dashpots
By now, we knew we weren't in the

50 we went out to just thrash the special

lead,

stages, which Gary proceeded to do in
fine style. By now,
that bl

Rd, which you have to do, o have any

we'd got the hang of

dy corner at the top of Garvie

real speed up the immediate gradient. We
positively rocketed past the trig at the top
into that long GLeft, but others were equally
improving. This time
passed us, plus a Nissan GTR, ¢
how out-gunned we were, Bul by then, we

two 2-litre Es

+

WINE JUst

didn't care
ROUNDUP

Thanks are due to the Targa volunteers

who manned the start/finish/timing crews,
and who gave up their Sundays, so that the
competitors could have a yippee around the
on hills, The car performed brilliantly

on the day, pulled like a train, handled the

Ala
AEVE(

corners well, and went exactly where it was
steered. This was a much more technical
competition than last year's at Paerata/
Patumahoe, and the mechanical demands
on the Cooper were higher. Thanks must
also go out to Minibitz, Lynn Rogers,* &
Maraetai Automoltive, for assembling a

pretty bullet-proof little package. Room for

Yeah,

improvement? reckon

Chris McMurray

Photos by Howard Youngs




